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Media Release 

 
 

MEA condemns Industrial Action at Freeport 

and Valletta Gateway Terminals 
 

The Malta Employers' Association strongly condemned the sympathy action ordered by the Malta 

Dockers’ Union at the Freeport and Valletta Gateway Terminal. The MEA declared that it is 

unacceptable that an industrial action is taken where no dispute exists between the employees and 

their employer. In this case, the issue is made worse by the fact that the sympathy action was 

ordered in response to a dispute that is not even instigated in Malta, but by Portughese workers.  

 

The Association warned that the concept of transnational sympathy strikes threatens to destabilise 

industrial relations stability even in places where there are relatively harmonious relations between 

employers and workers. The Association described such a situation as a dangerous and absurd 

precedent which could have serious consequences on industrial relations, as a company’s industrial 

peace could be jeopardised by unrest anywhere in the world. The Association appealed to Unions to 

act responsibly and to avoid being drawn into disputes which do not concern their members, nor 

their employers.  

 


